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READ 1
I wonder why no one said ‘Happy 
birthday’ to Mandla? If I were Mandla, I 
would think everyone had forgotten my 
birthday. 

READ 2
Oh no! Mandla feels like everyone is too 
busy for him. I can make a connection! 
That reminds me of when my mom has 
so much work to do, that she doesn’t have 
time for me. It makes me feel sad.
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B-5(#'%()*%#&%$#-/&#@0%()>7"-50#%()#
@0%()=%"-50#%"#"-5#@%"52#8!#$7()50#$-%"#
"-51#%05#)7/(@#-505E+#'%()*%#"-74@-"2#
95#$%/"5)#=70#"-5>#"7#&%1#89%::1#
./0"-)%1;+#<4"#"-51#F4&"#&%/)C#89/#
565017(5;+#
8G-#(7;#B-/&#/&#"-5#$70&"#./0"-)%1#5650C+#
"-74@-"#'%()*%2#

READ 1
Mandla thinks that this is the worst birthday 
ever. It must be because no one has said 
‘Happy birthday’ to him. If no one wished 
me happy birthday, I would be feeling very 
sad!

READ 2
If I were Mandla, I would feel really sad. 
My grandparents always remember my 
birthday!
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'%:4*%#%()#-/&#?74&/(&C#B-%.7#%()#A7>&%2#
8!#$7()50#$-%"#"-51#%05#)7/(@#-505E+#
'%()*%#"-74@-"2
95#$%/"5)#=70#"-5>#"7#&%1#89%::1#
./0"-)%1;+#<4"#"-51#F4&"#&%/)C#897$#/&#
565017(5#"7)%1E+#
8G-#(7;#B-/&#/&#"-5#$70&"#./0"-)%1#5650C+#
"-74@-"#'%()*%2

READ 1
No one is wishing Mandla happy birthday. If I were Mandla, I would feel like I wasn’t 
very important or special. I would feel very sad. 
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%()#-/&#*/""*5#&/&"502#8!#$7()50#$-%"#"-51#
%05#)7/(@#-505E+#'%()*%#"-74@-"2
95#$%/"5)#=70#"-5>#"7#&%1#89%::1#
./0"-)%1;+#<4"#"-51#F4&"#&%/)C#89/#'%()*%;+#
8G-#(7;#B-/&#/&#"-5#$70&"#./0"-)%1#5650C+#
"-74@-"#'%()*%2

READ 1
If my best friend forgot my birthday, 
I would think my friend didn’t care 
about me! I would feel so sad.  

READ 2
This reminds me of once, when my best 
friend forgot my birthday. I felt so sad. 

4



'%()*%#$5("#4:#"7#-/&#077>2#8A7#7(5#
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READ 1
Mandla must think ‘poor me’ because he is 
feeling so sad for himself. He must be thinking 
that his friends and family forgot his special 
day. If everyone forgot my birthday, I would
feel so sad. 

READ 2
I can make a connection!  That reminds me 
of one time my friends were whispering at 
school.  I heard them say my name.  I felt so 
left out!  But later, they brought me flowers 
for my birthday.  I learned that they were just 
whispering to plan my birthday present!

5



B-5(#'%()*%+&#>7"-50#?%**5)#-/>2#95#
$%*I5)#"7#"-5#.%?I#7=#"-5#-74&52#
8H40:0/&5;#H40:0/&5;#9%::1#./0"-)%1#
'%()*%;+#-/&#=0/5()&#%()#=%>/*1#&-74"5)2

READ 2
Oh! Everyone only pretended to forget Mandla’s birthday. Then, Mandla was surprised! 
I can make a connection! That reminds me of when my dad turned 60 years old. My mom 
planned a big surprise party for him. No one said happy birthday to him. When he came back 
from work, we all jumped out and said ‘surprise!’ He thought we forgot his birthday, but we 
just wanted him to be surprised.
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8!#"-74@-"#174#=70@7"#>1#./0"-)%1;+#
&-74"5)#'%()*%2
8J5#05%**1#&40:0/&5)#174;+#&%/)#'%()*%+&#
=%"-502
K5"+&#5%"#&7>5#?%I5C+#&%/)#@0%()=%"-502##

READ 1
Oh! Mandla looks happy. If I were 
Mandla, I would feel so special that 
my friends and family worked hard to 
surprise me. 

READ 2
Mandla can see that everyone worked so 
hard to surprise him. If I were Mandla, I 
would be feeling so special that everyone 
worked so hard to plan a special party for me. 
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8G:5(#1740#:05&5("&C+#&%/)#H"5652
'%()*%#4($0%::5)#-/&#:05&5("&2#95#
&-74"5)C#8!#%*$%1&#$%("5)#%#&:%?5&-/:;+#
8J7$;#K77I#%"#"-/&#)/(7&%40;+#8!#-%65#.55(#
$%("/(@#"7#05%)#"-/&#.77I;+#
8B-/&#/&#"-5#.5&"#./0"-)%1#5650C+#"-74@-"#
'%()*%2#

READ 1
Wow! What great presents! That reminds 
me of when my family and friends gave 
me birthday presents! I felt so special. 

READ 2
Mandla looks so happy. If I were Mandla, 
I would feel so special that my family 
and friends got me presents that I really 
wanted.  
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READ 1
Whose birthday is it?
It is Mandla’s birthday. 

Who surprised Mandla for his surprise 
party?
His mom, dad, sister, grandmother, 
grandfather, Uncle Tom, Aunt Mapula, his 
cousins, his friend Steve and Steve’s sister.  

Why does Mandla think ‘poor me’ when 
he is alone in his room?
• Mandla is feeling sad.
• Mandla is feeling sad because he thinks 

everyone forgot his birthday.
• Mandla thinks that no one 

remembered his birthday. 
• Mandla does not know about the party 

because it is a surprise party. 
• Maybe Mandla thinks no one cares 

about him.
• Maybe Mandla thinks no one loves him. 

READ 2
How would you feel if your family had 
forgotten your birthday? 
I would feel…

Did Mandla’s family really forget his 
birthday?
No, Mandla’s family pretended to forget 
his birthday so he would be surprised. 

Why is Mandla happy at the end of the 
story?
• Mandla is happy because there is a 

party for him.
• Mandla is happy because he gets 

presents.
• Mandla is happy because there is a 

cake for him.
• Mandla realised that no one forgot his 

birthday.
• Mandla realised that everyone was 

really coming for his party.
• Mandla knows that his friends and 

family care about him and love him. 
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L-4?I#*77I5)#%"#%#=%&"#.*45#"0%/(#"-%"#$%&#
&:55)/(@#:%&"2#8!#$/&-#!#$%&#%&#=%&"#%&#%#
"0%/(C+#"-74@-"#L-4?I2

L-4?I#*77I5)#%"#%#./@#70%(@5#.4&#)0/6/(@#
.12#8!#$/&-#!#$%&#%&#./@#%&#%#.4&C+#"-74@-"#
L-4?I2#

READ 1
Chuck wants to be fast like the train. I can 
make a connection! That reminds me of 
how on Sports Day, I wanted to run fast 
like my friend Busi.  

READ 2
Chuck isn’t feeling good about himself. 
I can make a connection! That reminds 
me of how I feel when someone reads 
better than me. It makes me feel like I am 
not good enough! 
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L-4?I#&%$#%#./@#&-/(1#$-/"5#:*%(5#=*1/(@#
-/@-#/(#"-5#&I12#8!#$/&-#!#$%&#&-/(1#*/I5#%#
:*%(5C+#"-74@-"#L-4?I2

L-4?I#&%$#%#.5%4"/=4*#05)#*7001#7(#"-5#
07%)2#8G-C#!#$/&-#!#$%&#%&#.5%4"/=4*#%&#"-%"#
05)#*7001C+#"-74@-"#L-4?I2

READ 1
Chuck wants to be shiny, like the plane. I can make a connection! That reminds me of 
how I wanted new shiny shoes at the beginning of the school year, when all the other 
learners had new shoes. I felt sad about having to wear my sister’s old used shoes.
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L-4?I#&%$#%#.0/@-"#@055(#.7%"#&:55)/(@#
)7$(#"-5#0/6502#8!#$/&-#!#$%&#%&#.0/@-"#%&#
"-%"#@055(#.7%"C+#"-74@-"#L-4?I2

READ 2
Chuck wants to be bright and beautiful, like the boat and the lorry. I can make a 
connection! That reminds me of how I wanted a bright and beautiful new jacket after 
my big sister got a new jacket. I didn’t want my old one anymore! 
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READ 2
Chuck is feeling like everyone else is better than him. I can make a connection! That 
reminds me of one time, when I lost the athletics race. I was the last one. I felt so slow. I 
wished that I could be someone else. I felt so bad about myself. 

L-4?I#&%$#%#?77*C#(5$#05)#0%?/(@#?%02#8!#
$/&-#!#$%&#%&#?77*#%&#"-%"#(5$#0%?/(@#?%0C+#
"-74@-"#L-4?I2
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READ 1
Chuck wants to be like everyone else. I can make a connection! That reminds me of
how sometimes, when I see people with brand new clothes or shoes, I wish I had those 
things too. It makes me not like the things that already belong to me. 

L-4?I#&%"#.1#"-5#0/650C#=55*/(@#&%)2#
8M65017(5#5*&5#/&#=%&"50#70#./@@50#70#
?77*50#"-%(#>5;+#"-74@-"#L-4?I#&%)*12#8!#
%>#&7#&>%**2#!#%>#&7#&*7$2#!#%>#(7"#@77)#%"#
%(1"-/(@;+#-5#"-74@-"2
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8!#?%(+"C+#&%/)#"-5#"0%/(2#8!#%>#"77#=%&"#"7#
&"7:2+
8!#?%(+"C+#&%/)#"-5#.4&2#8!#?%(#7(*1#&"7:#%"#
.4&#&"7:&2+
8J5#?%(+"C+#&%/)#"-5#*7001#%()#"-5#0%?/(@#
?%02#8J5#?%(+"#@7#/("7#"-5#$%"502+
8!#?%(+"C+#&%/)#"-5#:*%(52#8!#%>#"77#-/@-2+
8!#?%(+"C+#&%/)#"-5#.7%"2#8B-5#$/()#/&#"77#
&"07(@#"7#"40(2+
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L-4?I#?74*)(+"#@7#/(#"-5#$%"502#<4"#
L-4?I#$%&#&7#&>%0"2#95#-%)#%(#/)5%;#
8!#$/**#-5*:#174;+#&%/)#*/""*5#L-4?I2#95#
"/::5)#74"#"-5#&"7(5&#-5#$%&#?%001/(@#
%()#)07::5)#-/&#"/::50#/("7#"-5#$%"50#&7#
"-%"#"-5#.71#?74*)#?*/>.#74"#7=#"-5#$%"502#
8B-%(I#174;+#&-74"5)#"-5#*/""*5#.712#8!#%>#
&%=5;+
READ 2
Oh! Chuck has a smart idea. Chuck did something that no one else could do. 
If I were Chuck, I would feel good about myself!
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*/""*5#.712#8!#>/@-"#(7"#.5#./@#70#=%&"#
70#.5%4"/=4*C+#"-74@-"#L-4?IC#.4"#!#%>#
/>:70"%("#"77;#!#*/I5#>1&5*=#F4&"#"-5#$%1#!#
%>2+#

READ 2
Chuck realises that he is special and important in his own way. I can make a 
connection! That reminds me of how I felt after I won the spelling contest at school. I 
felt so good about myself! When I felt good and smart, I didn’t want to be anyone but 
me!
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READ 1
What is Chuck?  
Chuck is a little yellow tipper truck. 

What does Chuck want to be? 
• a fast train
• a big bus
• a shiny airplane 
• a beautiful lorry
• a bright boat
• a new, cool racing car

Why did Chuck sit by the river feeling 
sad?
• Because he wished he was big.
• Because he wished he was fast.
• Because he wished he was shiny.
• Because he wished he was bright.
• Because he wished he could fly.
• Because he wished he could go in the 

water.
• Because he wished he was like the 

other transport that he sees.  

READ 2
What did the little boy say to Chuck 
after he saved him? 
He said ‘thank you’ and he called Chuck 
brave.

At the end of the story, Chuck felt 
brave and important. Can you make a 
connection? When was a time you felt 
brave like Chuck? 
I felt brave when…

Why does Chuck decide he is important 
at the end of the story? 
• Because he has a smart idea.
• Because he can so something no one 

else can do.
• Because he is the only one who can 

save the little boy.
• Because he feels good about what he 

did.
• Because he realizes he is special in his 

own way. 
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READ 1
Where are Jane and Mandu? Oh! I learn 
that they are riding by the river, far away 
from home. 

READ 2
What do Jane and Mandu love to do? Oh, 
they love to ride their bikes!  
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READ 1
What did Jane’s tyre hit? Jane’s tyre hit 
a rock! She cannot ride her bike now. I 
wonder how she will get home?

READ 2
Why did Jane get a flat tyre? Oh! Because 
she was going fast and her tyre hit a rock.
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READ 1
What is Mandu’s idea? Oh! I learn that 
Mandu will go home to get a pump to fix 
Jane’s tyre. 

READ 2
Why does Mandu go all the way back 
home? Oh! She goes home to get a 
pump to help Jane. Jane needs to fix her 
tyre so she can ride her bike back home!
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READ 1
What is Jane worried about? Oh! I learn
that she is worried that maybe Mandu 
got a flat tyre. She is worried she will miss 
supper. She is worried that she will be 
stuck by the river all night alone! Oh no! I 
wonder where Mandu is? 

READ 2
Why is Jane worried? She is worried 
because she is all alone. She can’t get 
home without Mandu’s help!  
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READ 1
Why did it take Mandu so long? Oh! 
I learn that it is because she had to find 
her brother so he could come and help 
them. 

READ 2
Why did Mandu jump up and shout? 
Oh! I learn that it is because she was so 
happy to see her friend. 
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READ 1
Who fixed the tyre? Oh, Mandu and 
Dumisani helped Jane to fix the tyre. 

READ 2
How did they fix the tyre? Oh! They used 
the pump Mandu brought to fill it with 
air. 
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READ 1
How did Jane ride home? Oh, Jane rode 
home slowly! 

READ 2
Why did Jane ride slowly this time? Oh! 
Because she doesn’t want to get another 
flat tyre! 
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READ 1
What did Jane do when they got home? 
Oh! She said thanks and gave her friend a 
big hug. 

READ 2
Why did Jane thank Mandu? Oh! Because 
Mandu was so helpful to her! Mandu 
rode all the way home and came all the 
way back with a pump and a snack for 
Jane. 
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READ 1
Who got a flat tyre?
Jane got a flat tyre.

Where did Mandu go?
She went home to get a pump.

Why did Mandu leave Jane all alone?
• Jane had a flat tyre.
• Jane could not ride her bike. 
• They did not have a pump.
• They are far away from home. 
• Mandu went home to get a pump.
• Mandu went home to get help for Jane. 
• Mandu found her brother Dumisani to 

help them.

READ 2
What does Mandu bring back? 
• She brings back the pump.
• She brings back her brother Dumisani.
• She brings back a snack for Jane. 

How do they fix the tyre? 
They use Mandu’s pump to fill it with air. 

Why does Jane tell Mandu that she is a 
good friend?
• Because Mandu brings help for Jane.
• Because Mandu rode all the way home 

and all the way back to help Jane. 
• Because Mandu brings a snack for 

Jane.
• Because Mandu rides home with Jane 

in the dark.
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READ 1
I can visualise Marie sitting on her bed 
and thinking hard about how she will earn 
money for her new bike. 

READ 2
I can visualise how much Marie wants a 
new yellow bike. All she can think about 
is how she will earn money to buy it! 
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READ 1
I can visualise Marie and Busi working in 
the garden. I can visualise them talking 
about all the places they will go once 
Marie has a new bike!

READ 2
I can visualise how excited Busi is when 
she finds out Marie might get a new bike!
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READ 1
I can visualise Marie hearing a strange 
noise and looking all around to see where 
the noise is coming from! 

READ 2
I can visualise Marie feeling scared when 
she hears a strange noise! 
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READ 1
I can visualise Busi stroking the cat to 
calm it down. 

READ 2
I can visualise Busi and Marie worrying 
about what they will do with the cat! I 
can visualise them talking quickly about 
what they can do! 
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READ 1
I can visualise the girls running to Busi’s 
house and telling Busi’s mom about 
the lost cat! I can visualise Busi’s mom 
getting out her phone for them! 

READ 2
I can visualise how excited Busi is when 
she sees the R100. She is excited when 
she realises that Marie has enough 
money to buy her bike! 
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I have lost my cat. 
It is white and ginger and 
answers to the name of 

Ginger. 
If you find my cat please 

phone Brenda at 01234567.

I will come and collect 
the cat.

LOST
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READ 1
I can visualise Busi and Marie riding 
down the path together. They are 
laughing and smiling as they ride 
together!

READ 2
I can visualise how happy the girls are 
to ride together! I visualise Busi thinking 
that she is so happy that she helped her 
friend earn money for a new bike! 
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READ 1
Who gave Marie money?
Her dad, Busi, Brenda (the cat owner)

How much money did Marie need for 
her new bike?
She needed R200. 

Why did Marie want to save her money?
• Because she wanted to buy a bike.
• Because she wanted to buy a bike like 

her friend Busi.
• Because she wanted to ride bikes with 

her best friend Busi.
• Because her dad told her he would pay 

for half but that she had to save money 
for the other half. 

READ 2
How did Marie earn money? 
• She worked in the garden.
• Busi worked in the garden and gave 

her money to Marie.
• They found the cat and the owner gave 

them a reward. 

How much money did the girls have 
over?
The girls had R40 over.

Why did Busi give her money to Marie? 
• Because she wanted to help her friend 

save up for a bike.
• Because she already has a bike.
• Because she is a nice and helpful 

friend.
• Because it is much more fun to ride 

bikes with your friend. 
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