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How to use this Big Book:

Dear Teachers
Please use these big book stories during your Shared Reading lessons.

In Grades 2&3, Shared Reading is done four times in a two-week theme as follows:
+ Week 1 Tuesday: Pre-Read

* Week 1 Thursday: Read One

+ Week 2 Tuesday: Read Two

* Week 2 Thursday: Post-Read

Please prepare your learners for these lessons as follows:

Make sure all learners are settled and can clearly see the big book pictures. Remind learners of
your expectations during shared reading time, such as:

1. Sit comfortably.

2. Keep your hands in your laps.

3. Keep your eyes and thoughts on the story.

4. Turn your voices off (make a gesture showing zipped lips).

Below is a brief description of each of the four Shared Reading lessons.

Shared Reading: Pre-Read

In the Pre-Read, we build comprehension skills by getting learners to think about the story
before it is read to them.
1. Tell learners that today they will look at the pictures in the story, and think about the story.
2. Tell learners that, based on what they see, they will make predictions about the story. This
means they will use the pictures to try and guess what the story is about.
3. Show learners the cover of the story and read the title aloud.
4. Ask learners: What do you think will happen in this story?
5. Next, look at each picture in the story, and as you look, ask learners:
a. What do you see in this picture?
b. What do you think is happening here?
c. What do you think might happen next?
6. When you get to the last picture, ask learners: How do you think this story will end (if
appropriate)?
7. Thank learners for their predictions.

Shared Reading: Read One

In Read One, ensure that learners have a clear understanding of the story, and that they start to
enjoy the story.
1. Read each page of the story fluently and clearly. As you read, use gestures, actions and facial
expressions, and change your tone of voice (expression) to enhance meaning.
. Where necessary, stop and explain a word or phrase to learners. If you need to code switch,
you may do so. This gives learners a clear understanding of the story.
. At the same time, during Read One, we also focus on modelling and teaching a
comprehension strategy to learners.
. Once you have read and explained the page to learners, read the text at the bottom of the
page in block 1. This will help you to model and teach the comprehension strategy.
. On the last page of the story, there are a few questions. Ask different learners to answer the
questions.

Shared Reading: Read Two

In Read Two, we continue to build comprehension skills by re-reading the story to learners, and

by focussing on a specific comprehension strategy.

1. Once again, read each page of the story fluently and clearly. As you read, use gestures,
actions, facial expressions, and vocal expression to enhance meaning.

2. This time, you may again explain words or phrases, but try to avoid code switching.

3. At the same time, during Read Two, you will reinforce the comprehension strategy.

4. Once you have read and explained the page to learners, read the text at the bottom of the
page in block 2. This will help you to model and teach the comprehension strategy.

5. On the last page of the story, there are a few questions. Ask different learners to answer the
questions.

Shared Reading: Post-Read

The purpose of the Post-Read activity is to give learners an opportunity to consolidate their
understanding of the story, and to practise using the new language that they have learnt. You
will find the Post-Read activities in the lesson plans. They include oral recounts, summaries,
illustrating the story and acting out the story.

Most importantly, please use the Shared Reading lessons to develop learners’ confidence
and curiosity! Create a safe environment for learners to use new language and answer
questions, without a fear of making mistakes. Encourage learners to ask questions and
make observations about the stories. Build emotional connections with your learners,

by letting them share their own, similar experiences. And of course, show learners that
reading is interesting and fun!




Bheki's new bike

1




All Bheki's friends
had |0ic3c|es. Bheki
had to walk to school

alone, because dll

of his friends rode
their bikes to school.
Bheki also had to P|03
on the P|c133r‘ound |
alone, because after ; p =0%

school, his friends all

rode their bikes. 'I
wish I had a bike too!’

Bheki thought, as his
friends rode |03. A

READ 1 READ 2
| can infer that Bheki wants a bike | can infer that it must be lonely for Bheki
because all of his friends have bikes! to be the only friend without a bike!

Bheki must feel left out because all his
friends can ride together but he can’t join
them!

_






Bheki begged and begged his Pdrents for
a bicac‘e, but. theg c1|wc13$ said no.
‘We don't, have :

enough money to

J'ust go and bug
a bicgde,' his
mother said.
‘Maybe
somedag. '

his father
said.

But on his 9th
birthddﬂ, Bheki
walked downstairs _

to find a bright, red

bike! ‘Oh thank You, Mamal Thank You,
PC]PC]!I Bheki shouted.

4_



READ 1

| can infer that Bheki really wants a bike
so he can ride with all of his friends. | can
infer that he is so excited because now
he will be able to ride just like his friends!

READ 2
| bet Bheki is thinking about showing his
new bike to his friends!




Bheki took his new bike outside. He
J'umPed excited|3 onto

his new bike. Then,
he lifted his feet,
and tried to Peclcﬂ,
but, the bike fell
over. Bheki tried
dgdin and

dgdin, but,

every time
Bheki lifted

his feet, to

the Pedcﬂs, he
tiPPed over|

READ 1 READ 2

| can infer that this is the first | can infer that Bheki didn’t know too much about
time Bheki is riding a bike. | riding a bike when he begged his parents for one.
can infer that he didn't know | can infer that he was only thinking about riding
that riding a bike takes lots of with his friends, but he wasn’t thinking about all the
practise! work it would take, to learn how to ride a bike!

_
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\wou|d be so dif ficult!




Bheki quicHB Pushed his new bike back
inside. He didn't, want his friends to ride
|03 — he didn't want them to know that he
had a new bicgc‘e that, he couldn't ride!

"What will my friends think of me if theﬁ
know I can't ride a bike?’ Bheki wondered.

He decided he wouldn't, tell anyone.

READ 1 READ 2

| can infer that Bheki is worried that his | can infer that all of Bheki’s friends are

friends will laugh at him if they know he good at riding bikes. | can infer that

can't ride a bike. | can infer that they are they make riding a bike look easy! Bheki

all good at riding bikes because they ride must feel embarrassed that he can't

all the time! do something that is easy for all of his
friends!

_






‘\A/hg don't You go and ride with Your
friends?’ asked Bheki's mother
T am |ou33 mqking a

new hooter for
my bike, Bheki
r‘eP‘ied.

As Bheki
worked on his
new hooter, he
thought about,
all of his falls.
"How will I ever
learn to ride

a bike?’ Bheki
thought.

READ 1

| can infer that Bheki's mother doesn’t even know that he can’t ride his new bike! |
wonder why Bheki wanted a bike if he couldn’t ride? Oh! It must be because all his
friends had bikes!



READ 2
| can infer that Bheki feels embarrassed that he cannot ride a bike. He doesn’t want

anyone to know, and he doesn’t want to ask for help. It is hard to learn how to do
something new if we feel embarrassed to ask for help! | wonder what Bheki will do?




That night, Bheki ‘03

in bed, |oo|(in3 out the
window. Then suclclen|3,
he SOt an idea! "I know!
IfI Prdctise r‘icling at
night, no one will ever
see mel’ Bheki thought.
He sneaked into the
gqr‘den where no one
else would see him if

he fell. He tried and he
tried but heJust could

not, balance! 'How will

I ever learn to ride a

bike?' Bheki thought.

READ 1

Bheki wanted a bike to ride with his friends. But | can infer that he didn't realise that
riding a bike would be such a challenge! | wonder if he is still so excited about getting a
new bike?
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Bheki only wants to ride in the dark
he cannot ride a bike like his friends.




Just then, Jane from next door Se”ed
to him, Bheki, let. me hold the bike so that.
It staas uP! Then You won t fall!’

Bheki didn't want, anyone to know that,
he couldn't ride his bike. But, then dgqin,
Jane had d|redd3 seen him fall.

‘Okdﬂ, thanks, Bheki said.

READ 2
| can infer that Bheki doesn’t even want Jane to know he can’t ride a bike. | can infer
that he is embarrassed that Jane has seen him try and fail!






Jane held the bike
and ran behind
Bheki. The bike
shook and wobbled,
but, Bheki didn't, fal

down.

Bheki rode faster -
and faster with Jane WS
ho|c|in3 the bike. Ul 48

READ 1
| can infer that Jane knows how to ride a bike. | can infer that someone probably
helped Jane learn to ride just like she is helping Bheki!



READ 2
| can infer that it is much easier to ride a bike if you have help! It must be difficult to
learn how to ride a bike if you have no one to help you!




Once he was Soing fast,
enough, Jane let, go!

‘YiPPee! Youre riding on

Your own!’ screamed Jane.

\YCIHII screamed Bheki as S A5
he Pedd”ecl quicHB. Thea & /)
o %.‘ ..L A

" y *‘ b X .‘_l'_“ ,. I. .'_
NS

Pr‘dctised and Pr‘dctisecl
until Bheki didn't need
Jane's he||:> at, all.

Tomorrow I can go to

school |03 bike! Thanks
Jane!’ Bheki said

conﬂden’da.

READ 1 READ 2

| can infer that Bheki is excited about Jane is so excited that Bheki can ride!
his new bike again. He must be excited | can infer that she feels good about
because he will finally be able to ride helping him! It is fun to help someone
with his friends - just like he wanted! learn something new!
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The next, mor‘ning, Bheki took his bike

outside ear‘|3.

‘Wait, for mel’ he shouted as his friends
rode |03.

"Wow, You have got a bike!’ theﬂ 3e”eo|,
\HiPPee!I

Bheki rode with his friends all the way to
school. He didn't. fall oncel

READ 2

| wonder what would have happened if Bheki had asked his friends for help? | don’t
think they would have laughed at him. | think they would have been happy to help
him!






READ 1

What does Bheki get for his 9th
birthday?

He gets a new bike.

Who does Bheki tell that he cannot ride
a bike?
He doesn't tell anyone!

Why did Bheki beg his parents for a

bike?

* Because he wanted to be able to ride
with his friends.

e Because all his friends could ride bikes.

* Because he felt left out for not having a
bike.

READ 2

How did Bheki finally learn to ride a
bike?

He rode at night in the garden, and his
neighbour Jane helped him!

What inference can you make about

learning to ride a bike?

* [tis easier to learn how to ride a bike
with help.

* |tis difficult to learn how to ride a bike.

* Riding a bike takes practise!

Why didn’t Bheki want his friends to see

that he couldn’t ride a bike?

* Because they could all ride bikes.

* Because he didn’t know what his
friends would think of him if they knew
he couldn’t ride a bike.

* Because his friends made riding a bike
look easy!

e Because he felt embarrassed that he
didn’t know how to ride a bike like his
friends.



When Sibongﬂe got home from school, she
found her mother sick in bed.
'‘Oh no Mama!’ Sibongﬂe said, 1 will take

care Of\ HOU!I

READ 1 READ 2

Oh no! I wonder if this is the first time | can make an evaluation that Sibongile

Sibongile has ever seen her mother sick? is a caring person. She wants to care for
her mother, just like her mother cares for
her!



Sibongile thought about, all the
things her mother did for her when

she was sick.

‘Mama q|wc13$ makes me toast!’

Siloongﬂe thought.

She went to the kitchen to make

her mother some nice, hot toast.

READ 2

| can make an evaluation that Sibongile is caring because her mother didn’t ask for
help, but Sibongile offers on her own! She really wants her mother to feel loved and
cared for.






Sibongﬂe's ittle brother SiPho came Into
the kitchen.

‘Mama c1|wc133 looks after us when we're
sic|(,' she told SiPho, 'now it.’s our turn!

Please he||o me to make some toast!’

Siloongﬂe wanted to do something extra

sPecid‘ for her mother.

'T need to go find something — I'll be r‘ight
back!’ she said.

READ 1 READ 2

| wonder what extra special thing | wonder if Sipho is as kind and caring as
Sibongile will do for her mother? | his big sister?

wonder why she is working so hard to

make her mother’s day special? It must

be because her mother takes really good

care of her when she is sick!






Siloongﬂe wentl
to find her old

sock — the one
with holes in

it.. ' This will be

Per‘fect!' she
thought.

She took the
sock and went
to find the
other things she

WOUH need.

READ 1
| wonder what Sibongile is going to do with an old sock? I wonder how that will help
her mother?
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She walked thr‘ough the kitchen. SiPho
was suPPosed to be mdking the toast,

but he was P|c13in8 with their pUPPY. The
toast was still sitting in the toaster. It was

cold!

READ 2

| can make the evaluation that Sipho isn't as caring as Sibongile. Sipho didn't offer to
help care for his mother. And, he keeps forgetting to help Sibongile even though she
has asked him to help her!



‘SiPho! You're suPPosed to be he‘Ping me
take care of Mamal’ Siloongi‘e said. She
Put new slices of bread in the toaster.
'Please wat.ch the toast! You must br‘ing
it, to Mama while it is hot!’ she said.

T need to go find something — I'll be r‘ight
back!” she said.



Siloongﬂe went into her mother's room.
T am mdking something extra sPecia|
for You — do You ike monsters or snakes

better?’ she asked.

‘Monster‘s,' her mother r‘eP|iec|.

'Okl I will be back soon!’ Sibongﬂe said.

READ 1
| wonder what Sibongile could be doing? | wonder why she needs to know if her
mother likes monsters or snakes better?



60 you ike snakes ‘P

\_orsters e




She walked thr‘ough to

the kitchen qgain. SiPho

was suPPosed to be mdking
the toast, but now he was
r‘edcling a book. The toast
was sitting in the toaster. It
was cold!

‘SiPho! You're suPPosed to
be he||oin9 me take care of
Mamal’ Siloongﬂe said. She
Put new slices of bread in the
Loaster.

'Please watch the toast! You
must, |or‘ing it, to Mama while

it is hot!’ she said.

READ 2

| can make the evaluation that Sipho gets distracted easily! First, he got distracted by
their puppy and now he is distracted by his book! He is not as focussed on helping his
mother as Sibongile is.



'T need to go do something — I'll be r‘ight
back!’ she said.




Siloongﬂe found her markers
and Pqint. She Put the red
sock on the table. She drew

a nose and eyes on the sock.

A little monster puppet!’
Siloongi‘e said, as she Put the
PuPPet on her hand and ran to

her mother's room.

READ 1
| wonder why Sibongile is making a puppet? | wonder what she will do with the

puppet?






T'm going to Put on
a PuPPet show for
30U!I Sibongﬂe said.
Siloongﬂe made

her little monster
PuPPet talk and
dance. She felt
thPﬁ as she
watched her
mother smile and
laugh

'T loved Your
PuPPet show!’
Mama said at,

the end.

READ 1
| wonder where Sibongile got the idea to put on a puppet show for her mother? |
wonder if her mother has ever put on a puppet show for her?



I She made her own

ive person

L e N S e

puppet and made up her own puppet show to help make her mother smile and IaUgh!

| can make the evaluation that Sibongile is a creat

READ 2




T'm fee|ing hungr‘g,' Mama said, getting
up.

Siloongﬂe frozel

‘No, no! I made You toast! I forgot!'
Siloongﬂe cried. ‘Stdﬂ in bed, I will |or‘in3
it

READ 1 READ 2

| wonder what Sipho is doing? He was Oh no! Sibongile worked so hard to make

supposed to be looking after the toast! the day special for her mother. | wonder
if she will feel annoyed with her brother
for not helping with the toast?






Siloongﬂe ran to the kitchen. Sipho was
clr‘qwing with his crayons. The toast, was
cold. There was no more bread. 'T hoPe

mom likes cold toast,, thought Siloongﬂe.

READ 1 READ 2
| wonder if Sibongile’s mother will eat the | can make the evaluation that Sibongile
cold toast? is a very kind and understanding person.

Sipho is not being helpful, but she
doesn’t become cross or shout! The only
thing she is focused on is taking care of
her mother.



The toast, was cold, but there was enough
for Mama, Sibongﬂe, SiPho and the little
monster PuPPet to eal together‘!




READ 1 READ 2

What does Sipho get distracted by? What kind of person do you think Sipho
He gets distracted by a puppy, a book is?
and his crayons. | can make the evaluation that Sipho is...
because...
What kind of puppet does Sibongile
make for her mother? What kind of person do you think
A little monster puppet. Sibongile is?
| can make the evaluation that Sibongile
Why did Sibongile serve her mother is...because...
cold toast?
* Because she was trying to make a Why did Sibongile work so hard to take
puppet show for her. care of her mother?
* Because her brother was supposed to * Because her mother always takes good
be helping her, but he kept forgetting care of her when she is sick.
about the toast. * Because she wants to show her mother
* Because Sibongile was so busy with she loves and cares about her.
her puppet show that she forgot about * Because she is a caring person.
the toast. * Because she is a kind person.
* Because she made the toast so many * Because she wants her mother to feel
times she ran out of bread! better!



chjo was hdving a tough time at his new
school. \WHH did I have to come to this
school?’ he muttered as he sat with his
face in his hands. 'The kids at my old

school were never this mean!’

READ 1 READ 2

| learn here that Jojo is at a new school. Why is Jojo sitting with his face in his

| learn that he is unhappy because other hand? Oh! | learn that it is because he is
children are being mean to him! feeling so upset. | learn that the kids at

his old school weren't mean to him, like
the kids at his new school!



cho's quents had decided
that, he could Set a better
education if he went to
live with his father in
Johdnneslour‘g. chjo was
excited to begin Grade 3
in a new school. But he felt

sad to leave his mother
and sister behind. He

felt sad to leave his small
school and all of his friends R |
behind. Now that, he RS
was In Johqnnesbur‘g, he

wished he had never left. =

J

READ 1 READ 2

| learn here that Jojo is now living in | learn that Jojo is missing his old school.
Johannesburg with his father. | learn that | learn that he wishes he could go back
Jojo's parents live in different places - to his old school!

they do not live together.



Y



cho was being bullied
|03 the older bogs at
his new school. Ever‘g
afternoon, theg Picked
on chjo as he walked
home. Theﬂ called him
names and threw his
things. Todaﬂ, Bruce,
one of the biggest bogs

in the school, knocked
cho's Sbsses to the

gr‘ouncl. Then, Bruce Pickecl
the S‘GSSGS up and threw them
into the road. Then, thea ran away
|qu3hin3.

Who is being mean to Jojo? | learn here that the older boys are bullying Jojo. | learn
that they are picking on him! | wonder why the older boys are being mean to Jojo?






Jgjo bent, down to Pick up his 3|asses.
When he looked up, he saw the
s|‘\0|o|(ee|oer‘ from the sPorts s|f10|o
watching him. chjo had tears in his eyes.
He didn't want the shopkeeper‘ Lo see.
chjo turned around and continued to walk
home.

'] saw those bogs |ou||3in3 BOUII the
s|'\0|o|(ee|oer‘ called. 'T'm so sorry — tl‘\eg
are very cruell It's o|(c13 to be uPset,' he
said kind|3.

'l have an idea for BOUI Magbe You should
tr‘ﬂ P‘aﬁing a sPort after school. Then,

it, will be difficult for those bogs to |ou”3

BOU.

READ 1 READ 2

Why does the shopkeeper think Jojo Why does Jojo have tears in his eyes? |
should play a sport? Oh! | learn that he learn that the bullying is making Jojo feel
thinks this will make it more difficult for upset. | learn that the older boys are so
the older boys to bully Jojo. cruel that they are making Jojo cry.



Jc3jo thought about, it. ‘Well, the on|3
sPort I like is soccer, he said. But I don't
have any soccer boots, chjo said SCIC"H.
Tt's Your |uc|(3 c|c13,' the shoPkeePer‘

said, beckoning cho inside the shoP. T'm

c‘eqning up the shoP. I have lots of shoes
and boots that I need to get rid of I




Jc3jo laced up @ Pqir of
cool, black and red soccer
boots.

‘Theg fit Perfect|3!' cho _
said. B
"Then theﬁlr‘e Sour‘s!' said
the shoPkeePer‘, 'as |ong as

You Promise to P|03 on the

/
soccer team at schooll

READ 1
| learn that the shopkeeper will give Jojo boots so that he can join the soccer team!






cho was ‘uckﬂ because the next CJCIB

at school, there was a soccer Practice.
After school Jgjo laced up his new boots
and went out to the soccer field. He felt
nervous as he stePPed onto the field. He
looked around at, all the sPectdtors. The
bullies were sitting on the edge of the
field |qughing and Pointing at, him.

At that, moment, the ball came str‘qight
to Jgjo. He dribbled towards the goa|.
Then he gave the ball a hard kick. J?jo
scored! All the sPectqtors cheered — dll
of them excePt his bullies.

But, at least, theﬁ stoPPed |dughin3 and
Pointing.



Jojo

olayed
the best game
of his life — he scored

gocﬂ after gocﬂ. At the end

of the game, the sPectdtors cheered and
chanted his name, ‘cho! chjo!l

READ 1 READ 2

| learn here that Jojo is a talented soccer How does Jojo feel? | learn that Jojo felt
player! He can dribble the ball and he nervous at the beginning of the practice!
scores many goals! But, | learn that he scored many goals! |

wonder how Jojo feels at the end of the
game, when everyone is cheering for him?



You are in the A team!’ the coach said
to ch]o at, the end of the gdme 'Grade

3 learners almost.
never make the A
team! You are very

talented!’ he said.

chjo felt, Pr*ouc]
of himself. He

looked over at,

the bullies.
Eve r‘ﬁthlng
didn’
Idn . seem
SO bCIC]
Gnﬂ more.
READ 1 READ 2
| learn here that Jojo makes the A team! | learn that the older boys have stopped
He is on the team for the best soccer laughing and pointing at Jojo. | also learn
players, because he is very good at that Jojo thinks that everything will be
soccer! okay now. | wonder if the shopkeeper is

right, that now the bullying will stop?



READ 1

Where did Jojo move to?

He moved to Johannesburg to live with
his father.

Who is bullying Jojo?
A group of older boys at his new school.

Why did Jojo join the soccer team?

* Because the shopkeeper said it might
make it more difficult for the older
boys to bully him.

* Because the shopkeeper gave him
boots.

* Because he promised the shopkeeper
he would join the team if he gave him
the new boots.

* Because he likes soccer.

* Because heis good at soccer.

* Because he scores so many goals and
makes the A team!

* Because he wanted the older boys to
stop bullying him!

READ 2
Who cheered and chanted for Jojo?

All the spectators — everyone except for
the bullies.

How do you know Jojo is talented at
soccer?

He dribbles, he scores lots of goals, he
makes the A team and Grade 3 learners
almost never make the A team!

How do you think Jojo felt when he

made the A team?

* | think he felt happy because the coach
told him he was talented.

* | think he felt happy because the big
boys weren’t laughing or pointing at
him anymore.

* | think he felt proud because Grade
3 learners almost never make the A
team.

* | think he felt happy because everyone
was cheering for him.

* | think he felt relieved because it seems
like the bullying might stop!

* Etc.
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esPeciang

loved to

| 7 wrote down what
e dhe did during the
dqg. She also wrote down
her most, Privqte secrels. \I\/r‘iting he||oed
to clear her head. It he|Ped to calm her
down. It he‘Ped her to feel thPﬂ'

READ 1
| can make a connection with Mandu, because | also love to write to clear my head.

When | have lots of things to do and feel stressed, | write a list. That helps clear my
head, just like Mandu!



Mandu didn't want, anyone to read her
mostl Privote secrets, so she knew she
needed a good hiding P‘ace for her diarﬁ.
She looked around her bedroom and
thought about the safest, P|c1ce for her
diqr‘ﬁ. Eventuq”3 she decided to hide it
under her bed. 'No one will ever find it

therel’ she thought.

But one afternoon, when Mandu and

her friend Anna came back from school,
Mandu found her diqr‘ﬂ ‘Bing wide open on
the floor of her bedroom. Mandu's face

felt hot. Her heart began beating quick‘ﬂ.

READ 1

| can make a connection. When someone goes through my things without asking |
feel angry. Like the other day, | came home and my sister was reading the emails on my
computer. My face felt hot, my heart beat quickly and | yelled, just like Mandu.



'‘Oh no! Look Anna!l Someone has been
r‘edcling my didr‘ﬂll she Se”ed.

"We can ﬂgur‘e out who it was!" Anna said

ca|m‘3. "We will be Clidr‘ﬂ detectives!’
Mandu and Anna examined the c|ic1r‘3.

'Look at these c|ir‘t3 fingerprints,' Anna
said. This is a good clue! Who can You
think of who has dir‘tﬂ ﬂngers?l
Thetit's my ittle brother, Mandu said.
"Thabo c1|wc133 has c|ir‘t3 ﬂngers after he
P‘GBS outside!’

READ 1

If someone went through my things, the first person | would think of is my little sister.
That reminds me of Mandu, because the first person she thinks of, is her little brother!
But it wasn’t him! | wonder who it could’ve been?



‘Let's go find him. We need to ask him

questions to see if it was him!" Anna said.

Mandu imdginecl Thabo reading all her
secrets. But, then she remembered her

brother was on|3 five. He couldn't read Set!

‘Wait! It can't have been him! He can't
read!’ Mandu said, |c1u3hin3.

'Let’s look for other c|ues,' Anna said.

Mandu begqn exqmining the diqr‘ﬂ, page
|03 page.




'Look at this blonde hair!’ Mandu said,
ho|c|in3 up @ short. Piece of blonde hair.

This is an imPortqnt clue, she said.

'‘Someone with blonde hair must have

read my diarg. Ever‘3|ooc|3 N my fami‘ﬁ has
black hair. So who could it. be? Who do 1

know that has blonde hair?’ she asked,
‘ooking susPicious‘B at. Anna's blonde hair.

Tt wasn't mel 1 Pr‘omise!' Anna said. ‘P|us,
that is a very short, blonde hair. Mﬂ hair is
‘ong!'

READ 1

| can make a connection - this part of the story reminds me of a movie | saw! In the
movie, a girl had her necklace stolen. Her friend offered to help her find the thief.
They searched and searched. But, in the end it was really the friend who had stolen
the necklace! She pretended to help so no one would find out that it was really her! |
wonder if it was really Anna who read the diary? Maybe that is why Anna is so eager to
find someone else to blame, just like in the movie | saw?



‘We will have to set a traP to see if we
can catch the diar‘ﬁ'r‘eqcler‘,' Mandu said.
Mandu Put her clidr‘g back under her bed.
Then, she sPr‘inHed some flour on the
floor next. to her bed.

If anyone comes near my diar‘a, we

will find their footprints in the flour,
Mandu exP‘dinecl

Then the glr‘|s hid around the
corner and waited!
After a few minutes, a8
theg heard L

scr‘qtching nolses

coming from the N L

bed room.




Theg ran back into Mandu's room. ‘Got.

ﬂou!' Anna shouted. But no one was
there! No one excePt Mandu's dog, [ola.
The floor was covered in ﬂour‘ﬂ paw

Prints. /ola's nose was in Mandu's diarg!

Mandu began to |qu8h, ‘Tt must, have beer .'_,-f
Lold's blonde hair in the diarg!' ‘
\Si”3 Zolal" Anna said. "You will need a

much better hiding P|ace!'

You're r‘ight!' Mandu said. '‘But, I will find

one later — it has to be secretl, even from

BOU!I

READ 1

Oh! This story wasn't like the movie | saw after all. It wasn’t Anna. It was just Mandu's
silly dog Zola. That reminds me of a time | thought someone had stolen the bread I just
baked. But then, | saw my dog was under the table eating it!






READ 1
What clues did Anna and Mandu find?

They found dirty finger prints, they found a blonde hair and then they finally found
floury pawprints.

Who was actually ‘reading’ Mandu'’s diary?
It was her dog.

Why did Mandu think Anna had read her diary?

* Because she found a blonde hair.

* Because no one in Mandu'’s family has blonde hair.
* Maybe because Anna is so eager to help?







John and Robert!’ called John's mother.
'Put that Nintendo away and 3et into bed

/
nOW!




‘Okaﬂ, but IJ'ust want to finish this gqme!'
John called back.

"‘Switch the game of f now!’ said his

mother. 'You can carry on P|c13in3

/4
tomorrow.

‘Okda,' said John, as he Pr‘etended to
turn the Nintendo of 1.

‘Goodnight!' said his mother, as she
switched of T the |i8ht and shut, the door.

READ 1 READ 2

| can visualise John hiding the Nintendo | wonder what game John is playing? |
under his sheets when his mother comes wonder what monsters are in the game
in to say goodnight. John is playing?



As soon as his mother had shut, the door
John begdn P|c13in3 dgdin.

Robert fell ds|ee|o o[uicHB. John Pldﬂecl
and P|c13ed, late into the night.

READ 1
| can visualise John playing in the dark. He is so focused on his game, he doesn’t even
see that Robert is asleep.



John kePt P‘qging until he heard a
str‘qnge noise. Scrat.chl BumP! Scratchl

Scratchl

‘What was that?’ John asked ner‘vous|3.
But, Robert, didn't, r‘esPonc| — he was still

as|eeP.

John sat. up in bed. His eyes searched the
dark room as he tried to see what was
making the scary sounds. He redlised that.

theﬂ were coming from his cuplooqr‘cl.

READ 1 READ 2

| can visualise John looking up from his | can visualise John staring at his

game. He looks around his room to see cupboard. He has been playing and
where the sound is coming from. The playing video games. | can visualise the
room is dark. | can visualise John’s heart scary monsters that are sometimes in
starting to beat fast! video games. | think John is visualising

the scary monsters from his Nintendo
inside his own cupboard!



The cuPboqch was shaking. Something
was |oum|oin3 qgainst the door. Scrat.chl
BumP! Scratch! Scratchl

‘A monster!” John whisPer‘ed.
'Who's there?’ he asked,

INn a shqkﬂ voice.

READ 1 READ 2

| can visualise John watching the cupboard | can visualise John sitting alone
shake. | can feel the way his heart is beating in the dark. He must be visualising
faster and faster. | can hear his voice shake and the monsters from his Nintendo
crack. | can visualise the expression on his face: coming out of the cupboard to

his mouth is open wide and he is sweating! attack him!






The cuPboqr*d door began to open. John
JumPed up in fear and slammed the door
shut. With a Pounding heart, he Pushed a
chair qgainst the cuPboar‘d door.

T hoPe I can go back to s|eeP now, he
thought.

Just as he climbed back into bed, there
was another |oum|o against the door. This

time it was an even louder |oum|o. Scratchl

BumP! Scratch! Scratchl

'‘Oh nol’ he thought. ‘What am [ going to

CIO hOW?I
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READ 1 READ 2

| can visualise John running to the | can visualise John running to the
cupboard. He is so scared he is trying to cupboard. He must be thinking that he
move very fast! He is getting more and can’t let the monsters come out of the
more scared - visualising the monster cupboard! | can visualise him covering
who will climb out from the cupboard, his eyes and hiding under the blankets as
with big claws and big teeth, to eat him! he listens to the noises (Bump! Scratch!)

get louder and louder.




Gr‘iPPed 53 fear, he decided to wake
Robert up.

'Robert! There's something in the
cuPboard! I think it's a monster! Or
mc13|oe a dinosaur!’ he whisPer‘ed.

"You must have had o nightmqre!' Robert,
said s|eePi|3. 'T'm tired! Let, me s|eeP!' he
said, tur‘ning over in his bed.

Tt wasn't a nightmar‘e! There were noises
coming from the cuPboar‘c“ The door even
oPenec“' John said.

'Don't be si||3, John. You qreJust
dr‘eqming about, that, Nintendo gqme!'
Robert, said, r‘o”ing his eyes.

If Bou'r‘e not. scared, then open the
door!” John said.



READ 1 READ 2

| can visualise John shaking Robert and | can visualise Robert feeling annoyed
saying, ‘Wake up! Wake up!’ in a soft and and rolling his eyes when John shakes
shaking voice. | can visualise Robert him awake.

pushing John’s arm away.




Robert, sighed and Picked up his chkpack
He scratched around in it and found his

torch. He walked conﬂden’dﬂ towards the
cuPboard.

But, then, a loud noise came from the
cuP|ooc1r‘c|. Scratchl BumP! Scratchl

Scratch! Robert, stoPPed and turned
around. Robert’s heart began to beat,

quickhj.
'‘Seel’ John said. 'T told ﬁou!'

Let's open the cuPboqr‘d to seeit!’

Robert, whisPer‘ed. '‘Come on!’ he
beckoned to John.



READ 1 READ 2

| can visualise Robert when he hears the Now, Robert must be visualising scary
noise: he freezes! He turns around, his monsters in the cupboard just like John.
mouth open, and he is looking terrified! They don’t know what is in the cupboard,

so | think they must be visualising the
scary monsters from the video game
they played for so long.




John and Robert tiPtoed to the
cuPboar‘d. John oPened the door s|i3ht|3,
while Robert shone the torch thr‘ough
the crack. Something was tr‘ﬁing to Push
the door open.

Suclden|3 the torch revealed two 3|owin3,
green eyes. The two bogs\jumped N
fright.

'‘What, could it be?” whisPer‘ed Robert,
Pushing the door closed.

READ 1
| can visualise the two glowing green eyes! Both the boys must be visualising a
terrifying monster with green eyes, who will come and attack them soon!






The bumPing and scr‘qtching got
louder. Scratchl BumP! Scrat.chl
Scratch! Robert took a cleeP breath
and Pu"ecl the door open ngin. A
cr‘eatur‘e\jumped out, and streaked

Past them.

'"What, was that?’ John screamed.
Your cat!’ shrieked Robert.

John and Robert, looked at, each
other and theg both begdn to |augh.

READ 1 READ 2

| can visualise the cat jumping in the air. | Oh!| now know that they see the cat. |
can visualise John and Robert screaming. can visualise the poor cat being stuck in
They think it is a monster! But then, the cupboard, bumping and scratching
they realise it is just a cat. | can visualise to get out! | can visualise them laughing
them shaking their heads, and covering at themselves for thinking there could be
their eyes. They feel silly for thinking it Nintendo monsters in the cupboard!

was a monster! | can visualise their loud

giggles!






READ 1

What did John think was in the
cupboard?

He thought there was a monster in the
cupboard.

Whose two green eyes were inside the
cupboard?

The glowing, green eyes really belonged
to John's cat!

Why did John think there was a monster

in his cupboard?

* He heard sounds coming from his
cupboard.

* The game made him scared. He
thought the noise must be a monster
like in his game.

* The door to the cupboard was
opening.

* There was bumping and scratching
coming from the cupboard.

* There were two green eyes in the
cupboard.

* |t was dark in the room and he got
scared!

* He didn't realise his cat could be in the
cupboard!

READ 2

What does John hear?

He hears bumping and scratching
coming from his cupboard.

What is John doing when he hears
bumping and scratching?
He is playing Nintendo in the dark.

Why did John feel scared?

* Because there are sounds coming from
his cupboard.

* Because he thinks the sounds are
coming from a monster.

* Because he thinks the monsters or
monsters from his video game are
inside the cupboard.

* Because he doesn’'t know what is
inside his cupboard! It is scary when
we hear something and we don't know
what it is!



Make your own
Big Book stand

You will need:

1. Cardboard with the same
width as an open Big Book
(594 mm) and three times
the length (1360 mm).

2. Masking tape.

3. Two washingpegs to keep
the cardboard in place.

Fold the cardboard to make an
A-shape and clip the base and
the front together as shown below.
(Use masking tape to join pieces
of cardboard if you do not have

Some a long enough piece.)
other ideas
for using a

Big Book

* Use a sheet of clear plastic as
an overlay for your Big Book.
it will be useful for you and
the learners to write on the R Ny e
plastic. — . " ‘__';.:___w

Whrite on the overlay with a . f oBen . |
water-based washable pen T mn,nwmem .
(white board markers). S

Use a clip or peg to attach
the transparent overlay to ' _
the Big Book. Lot 5°‘g°‘:f:n3°e& o it o3

3 . We stop when t"‘eh 0

Wow, wow, WOV hedd

cross
We sing: fun Lo go Lo s
Benis under the mat- ea Tuis 3

Ben has fun.
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