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READ 1
I can infer that Bheki wants a bike 
because all of his friends have bikes!  
Bheki must feel left out because all his 
friends can ride together but he can’t join 
them!

READ 2
I can infer that it must be lonely for Bheki 
to be the only friend without a bike! 
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READ 1
I can infer that Bheki really wants a bike 
so he can ride with all of his friends. I can 
infer that he is so excited because now 
he will be able to ride just like his friends!

READ 2
I bet Bheki is thinking about showing his 
new bike to his friends!
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READ 1
I can infer that this is the first 
time Bheki is riding a bike. I 
can infer that he didn’t know 
that riding a bike takes lots of 
practise!

READ 2
I can infer that Bheki didn’t know too much about 
riding a bike when he begged his parents for one. 
I can infer that he was only thinking about riding 
with his friends, but he wasn’t thinking about all the 
work it would take, to learn how to ride a bike!
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READ 1
I can infer that Bheki is worried that his 
friends will laugh at him if they know he 
can’t ride a bike. I can infer that they are 
all good at riding bikes because they ride 
all the time!

READ 2
I can infer that all of Bheki’s friends are 
good at riding bikes. I can infer that 
they make riding a bike look easy! Bheki 
must feel embarrassed that he can’t 
do something that is easy for all of his 
friends!
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READ 1
I can infer that Bheki’s mother doesn’t even know that he can’t ride his new bike! I 
wonder why Bheki wanted a bike if he couldn’t ride? Oh! It must be because all his 
friends had bikes!
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READ 2
I can infer that Bheki feels embarrassed that he cannot ride a bike. He doesn’t want 
anyone to know, and he doesn’t want to ask for help. It is hard to learn how to do 
something new if we feel embarrassed to ask for help! I wonder what Bheki will do?
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READ 1
Bheki wanted a bike to ride with his friends. But I can infer that he didn’t realise that 
riding a bike would be such a challenge! I wonder if he is still so excited about getting a 
new bike?
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READ 2
Bheki only wants to ride in the dark, which lets me infer that he is so embarrassed that 
he cannot ride a bike like his friends.
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READ 2
I can infer that Bheki doesn’t even want Jane to know he can’t ride a bike. I can infer 
that he is embarrassed that Jane has seen him try and fail!
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READ 1
I can infer that Jane knows how to ride a bike. I can infer that someone probably 
helped Jane learn to ride just like she is helping Bheki!
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READ 2
I can infer that it is much easier to ride a bike if you have help! It must be difficult to 
learn how to ride a bike if you have no one to help you!
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READ 1
I can infer that Bheki is excited about 
his new bike again. He must be excited 
because he will finally be able to ride 
with his friends – just like he wanted!

READ 2
Jane is so excited that Bheki can ride! 
I can infer that she feels good about 
helping him! It is fun to help someone 
learn something new!
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READ 2
I wonder what would have happened if Bheki had asked his friends for help? I don’t 
think they would have laughed at him. I think they would have been happy to help 
him!
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READ 1
What does Bheki get for his 9th 
birthday?
He gets a new bike.

Who does Bheki tell that he cannot ride 
a bike?
He doesn’t tell anyone!

Why did Bheki beg his parents for a 
bike?
•	 Because he wanted to be able to ride 

with his friends.
•	 Because all his friends could ride bikes.
•	 Because he felt left out for not having a 

bike.

READ 2
How did Bheki finally learn to ride a 
bike?
He rode at night in the garden, and his 
neighbour Jane helped him!

What inference can you make about 
learning to ride a bike?
•	 It is easier to learn how to ride a bike 

with help.
•	 It is difficult to learn how to ride a bike.
•	 Riding a bike takes practise!

Why didn’t Bheki want his friends to see 
that he couldn’t ride a bike?
•	 Because they could all ride bikes.
•	 Because he didn’t know what his 

friends would think of him if they knew 
he couldn’t ride a bike.

•	 Because his friends made riding a bike 
look easy!

•	 Because he felt embarrassed that he 
didn’t know how to ride a bike like his 
friends.
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READ 1
Oh no! I wonder if this is the first time 
Sibongile has ever seen her mother sick?

READ 2
I can make an evaluation that Sibongile 
is a caring person. She wants to care for 
her mother, just like her mother cares for 
her!
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READ 2
I can make an evaluation that Sibongile is caring because her mother didn’t ask for 
help, but Sibongile offers on her own! She really wants her mother to feel loved and 
cared for.
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READ 1
I wonder what extra special thing 
Sibongile will do for her mother? I 
wonder why she is working so hard to 
make her mother’s day special? It must 
be because her mother takes really good 
care of her when she is sick!

READ 2
I wonder if Sipho is as kind and caring as 
his big sister?
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READ 1
I wonder what Sibongile is going to do with an old sock? I wonder how that will help 
her mother?
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READ 2
I can make the evaluation that Sipho isn’t as caring as Sibongile. Sipho didn’t offer to 
help care for his mother. And, he keeps forgetting to help Sibongile even though she 
has asked him to help her!
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READ 1
I wonder what Sibongile could be doing? I wonder why she needs to know if her 
mother likes monsters or snakes better?
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READ 2
I can make the evaluation that Sipho gets distracted easily! First, he got distracted by 
their puppy and now he is distracted by his book! He is not as focussed on helping his 
mother as Sibongile is.
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READ 1
I wonder why Sibongile is making a puppet? I wonder what she will do with the 
puppet?
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READ 1
I wonder where Sibongile got the idea to put on a puppet show for her mother? I 
wonder if her mother has ever put on a puppet show for her?

;<&@(:6%):(56(985(6)(
1(9899#5('"6*(.6/(
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"1993(1'('"#(
*152"#0("#/(
@65"#/('@%-#(1)0(
-18:"4(
;<(-6?#0(368/(
9899#5('"6*=&(
B1@1('1%0(15(
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 where Sibongile got the idea to put on a puppet show for her mother? I 
 if her mother has ever put on a puppet show for her?
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368=&(N%+6):%-#('1%04
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READ 2
I can make the evaluation that Sibongile is a creative person! She made her own 
puppet and made up her own puppet show to help make her mother smile and laugh!

READ 2
I can make the evaluation that Sibongile is a creative person! She made her own 
puppet and made up her own puppet show to help make her mother smile and laugh!
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READ 1
I wonder what Sipho is doing? He was 
supposed to be looking after the toast!

READ 2
Oh no! Sibongile worked so hard to make 
the day special for her mother. I wonder
if she will feel annoyed with her brother 
for not helping with the toast?

;<&@(.##-%):("8):/37&(B1@1('1%07(:#55%):(
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READ 1
I wonder if Sibongile’s mother will eat the 
cold toast?

READ 2
I can make the evaluation that Sibongile 
is a very kind and understanding person. 
Sipho is not being helpful, but she 
doesn’t become cross or shout! The only 
thing she is focused on is taking care of 
her mother.
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READ 1
What does Sipho get distracted by?
He gets distracted by a puppy, a book 
and his crayons.

What kind of puppet does Sibongile 
make for her mother?
A little monster puppet.

Why did Sibongile serve her mother 
cold toast?
•	 Because she was trying to make a 

puppet show for her.
•	 Because her brother was supposed to 

be helping her, but he kept forgetting 
about the toast.

•	 Because Sibongile was so busy with 
her puppet show that she forgot about 
the toast.

•	 Because she made the toast so many 
times she ran out of bread!

READ 2
What kind of person do you think Sipho 
is?
I can make the evaluation that Sipho is…
because…

What kind of person do you think 
Sibongile is?
I can make the evaluation that Sibongile 
is…because…

Why did Sibongile work so hard to take 
care of her mother?
•	 Because her mother always takes good 

care of her when she is sick.
•	 Because she wants to show her mother 

she loves and cares about her.
•	 Because she is a caring person.
•	 Because she is a kind person. 
•	 Because she wants her mother to feel 

better!
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READ 1
I learn here that Jojo is at a new school. 
I learn that he is unhappy because other 
children are being mean to him!

READ 2
Why is Jojo sitting with his face in his 
hand? Oh! I learn that it is because he is 
feeling so upset. I learn that the kids at 
his old school weren’t mean to him, like 
the kids at his new school! 
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READ 1
I learn here that Jojo is now living in 
Johannesburg with his father. I learn that 
Jojo’s parents live in different places – 
they do not live together.

READ 2
I learn that Jojo is missing his old school. 
I learn that he wishes he could go back 
to his old school! 
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'10(56(-#1?#("%'(@65"#/(
1)0('%'5#/(+#"%)04(H#(
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READ 1
Who is being mean to Jojo? I learn here that the older boys are bullying Jojo. I learn
that they are picking on him!  I wonder why the older boys are being mean to Jojo?
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READ 1
Why does the shopkeeper think Jojo 
should play a sport? Oh! I learn that he 
thinks this will make it more difficult for 
the older boys to bully Jojo.

READ 2
Why does Jojo have tears in his eyes? I 
learn that the bullying is making Jojo feel 
upset. I learn that the older boys are so 
cruel that they are making Jojo cry. 
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READ 1
I learn that the shopkeeper will give Jojo boots so that he can join the soccer team!
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READ 1
I learn here that Jojo is a talented soccer 
player! He can dribble the ball and he 
scores many goals!

READ 2
How does Jojo feel? I learn that Jojo felt 
nervous at the beginning of the practice! 
But, I learn that he scored many goals! I 
wonder how Jojo feels at the end of the 
game, when everyone is cheering for him?

L6A6(
9-13#0(
5"#(+#'5(:1@#(
6.("%'(-%.#(K("#('26/#0(
:61-(1.5#/(:61-4(,5(5"#(#)0(
6.(5"#(:1@#7(5"#('9#25156/'(2"##/#0(1)0(
2"1)5#0("%'()1@#7(;L6A6=(L6A6=&

L6A6(
9-13#0(
5"#(+#'5(:1@#(
6.("%'(-%.#(K("#('26/#0(
:61-(1.5#/(:61-4(,5(5"#(#)0(

55



;M68(1/#(%)(5"#(,(5#1@=&(5"#(2612"('1%0(
56(L6A6(15(5"#(#)0(6.(5"#(:1@#4(;R/10#(
S(-#1/)#/'(1-@6'5(
)#?#/(@1$#(5"#(,(
5#1@=(M68(1/#(?#/3(
51-#)5#0=&("#('1%04(
L6A6(.#-5(9/680(
6.("%@'#-.4(H#(
-66$#0(6?#/(15(
5"#(+8--%#'4(
T?#/35"%):(
0%0)&5('##@(
'6(+10(
1)3@6/#4(

56(L6A6(15(5"#(#)0(6.(5"#(:1@#4(;R/10#(
S(-#1/)#/'(1-@6'5(
)#?#/(@1$#(5"#(,(
5#1@=(M68(1/#(?#/3(
51-#)5#0=&("#('1%04(
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READ 1
I learn here that Jojo makes the A team! 
He is on the team for the best soccer 
players, because he is very good at 
soccer!

READ 2
I learn that the older boys have stopped 
laughing and pointing at Jojo. I also learn
that Jojo thinks that everything will be 
okay now. I wonder if the shopkeeper is 
right, that now the bullying will stop?
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READ 1
Where did Jojo move to?
He moved to Johannesburg to live with 
his father.

Who is bullying Jojo?
A group of older boys at his new school.

Why did Jojo join the soccer team?
•	 Because the shopkeeper said it might 

make it more difficult for the older 
boys to bully him.

•	 Because the shopkeeper gave him 
boots.

•	 Because he promised the shopkeeper 
he would join the team if he gave him 
the new boots.

•	 Because he likes soccer.
•	 Because he is good at soccer.
•	 Because he scores so many goals and 

makes the A team!
•	 Because he wanted the older boys to 

stop bullying him!

READ 2
Who cheered and chanted for Jojo?
All the spectators – everyone except for 
the bullies.

How do you know Jojo is talented at 
soccer?
He dribbles, he scores lots of goals, he 
makes the A team and Grade 3 learners 
almost never make the A team!

How do you think Jojo felt when he 
made the A team?
•	 I think he felt happy because the coach 

told him he was talented.
•	 I think he felt happy because the big 

boys weren’t laughing or pointing at 
him anymore.

•	 I think he felt proud because Grade 
3 learners almost never make the A 
team. 

•	 I think he felt happy because everyone 
was cheering for him.

•	 I think he felt relieved because it seems 
like the bullying might stop!

•	 Etc.
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READ 1
I can make a connection with Mandu, because I also love to write to clear my head. 
When I have lots of things to do and feel stressed, I write a list. That helps clear my 
head, just like Mandu!
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READ 1
I can make a connection. When someone goes through my things without asking I 
feel angry. Like the other day, I came home and my sister was reading the emails on my 
computer. My face felt hot, my heart beat quickly and I yelled, just like Mandu.
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READ 1
If someone went through my things, the first person I would think of is my little sister. 
That reminds me of Mandu, because the first person she thinks of, is her little brother! 
But it wasn’t him! I wonder who it could’ve been?
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READ 1
I can make a connection – this part of the story reminds me of a movie I saw! In the 
movie, a girl had her necklace stolen. Her friend offered to help her find the thief. 
They searched and searched. But, in the end it was really the friend who had stolen 
the necklace! She pretended to help so no one would find out that it was really her! I 
wonder if it was really Anna who read the diary? Maybe that is why Anna is so eager to 
find someone else to blame, just like in the movie I saw?
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READ 1
Oh! This story wasn’t like the movie I saw after all. It wasn’t Anna. It was just Mandu’s 
silly dog Zola. That reminds me of a time I thought someone had stolen the bread I just 
baked. But then, I saw my dog was under the table eating it!
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READ 1
What clues did Anna and Mandu find?
They found dirty finger prints, they found a blonde hair and then they finally found 
floury pawprints.

Who was actually ‘reading’ Mandu’s diary?
It was her dog.

Why did Mandu think Anna had read her diary?
•	 Because she found a blonde hair.
•	 Because no one in Mandu’s family has blonde hair.
•	 Maybe because Anna is so eager to help?
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READ 1
I can visualise John hiding the Nintendo 
under his sheets when his mother comes 
in to say goodnight.

READ 2
I wonder what game John is playing? I
wonder what monsters are in the game 
John is playing?
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@65"#/4(;M68(21)(21//3(6)(9-13%):(
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READ 1
I can visualise John playing in the dark. He is so focused on his game, he doesn’t even 
see that Robert is asleep.
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READ 1
I can visualise John looking up from his 
game. He looks around his room to see 
where the sound is coming from. The 
room is dark. I can visualise John’s heart 
starting to beat fast!

READ 2
I can visualise John staring at his 
cupboard. He has been playing and 
playing video games. I can visualise the 
scary monsters that are sometimes in 
video games. I think John is visualising
the scary monsters from his Nintendo 
inside his own cupboard! 
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READ 1
I can visualise John watching the cupboard 
shake. I can feel the way his heart is beating 
faster and faster. I can hear his voice shake and 
crack. I can visualise the expression on his face: 
his mouth is open wide and he is sweating!

READ 2
I can visualise John sitting alone 
in the dark. He must be visualising
the monsters from his Nintendo 
coming out of the cupboard to 
attack him!
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READ 1 READ 2

READ 1
I can visualise John running to the 
cupboard. He is so scared he is trying to 
move very fast! He is getting more and 
more scared – visualising the monster 
who will climb out from the cupboard, 
with big claws and big teeth, to eat him!

READ 2
I can visualise John running to the 
cupboard. He must be thinking that he 
can’t let the monsters come out of the 
cupboard! I can visualise him covering 
his eyes and hiding under the blankets as 
he listens to the noises (Bump! Scratch!) 
get louder and louder.
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READ 1
I can visualise John shaking Robert and 
saying, ‘Wake up! Wake up!’ in a soft and 
shaking voice. I can visualise Robert 
pushing John’s arm away.

READ 2
I can visualise Robert feeling annoyed 
and rolling his eyes when John shakes 
him awake.
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READ 1 READ 2

READ 1
I can visualise Robert when he hears the 
noise: he freezes! He turns around, his 
mouth open, and he is looking terrified!

READ 2
Now, Robert must be visualising scary 
monsters in the cupboard just like John. 
They don’t know what is in the cupboard, 
so I think they must be visualising the 
scary monsters from the video game 
they played for so long.
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READ 1
I can visualise the two glowing green eyes! Both the boys must be visualising a 
terrifying monster with green eyes, who will come and attack them soon!
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65"#/(1)0(5"#3(+65"(+#:1)(56(-18:"4
READ 1
I can visualise the cat jumping in the air. I 
can visualise John and Robert screaming. 
They think it is a monster! But then, 
they realise it is just a cat. I can visualise
them shaking their heads, and covering 
their eyes. They feel silly for thinking it 
was a monster! I can visualise their loud 
giggles!

READ 2
Oh! I now know that they see the cat. I 
can visualise the poor cat being stuck in 
the cupboard, bumping and scratching 
to get out! I can visualise them laughing 
at themselves for thinking there could be 
Nintendo monsters in the cupboard!
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READ 1
What did John think was in the 
cupboard?
He thought there was a monster in the 
cupboard.

Whose two green eyes were inside the 
cupboard?
The glowing, green eyes really belonged 
to John’s cat!

Why did John think there was a monster 
in his cupboard?
•	 He heard sounds coming from his 

cupboard.
•	 The game made him scared. He 

thought the noise must be a monster 
like in his game.

•	 The door to the cupboard was 
opening.

•	 There was bumping and scratching 
coming from the cupboard.

•	 There were two green eyes in the 
cupboard.

•	 It was dark in the room and he got 
scared! 

•	 He didn’t realise his cat could be in the 
cupboard! 

READ 2
What does John hear?
He hears bumping and scratching 
coming from his cupboard.

What is John doing when he hears 
bumping and scratching?
He is playing Nintendo in the dark.

Why did John feel scared?
•	 Because there are sounds coming from 

his cupboard.
•	 Because he thinks the sounds are 

coming from a monster.
•	 Because he thinks the monsters or 

monsters from his video game are 
inside the cupboard.

•	 Because he doesn’t know what is 
inside his cupboard! It is scary when 
we hear something and we don’t know 
what it is!
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